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INTERICN DESNEN BY RUTHIE SOMMERS
INTERVIEW BY FRANCES SCHULTE
PHOTOGRAPHS BY DON FREEMAN
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Nothing evokes the ocean like a house of powdery biuiz-s.
You can live on the water no matter where you are,

FAANGES SEHULTE: This diminative—and extraor=
dinary={ste-ifth-ceriury houss wal restored
suwnral years ags by the previous owner, Steven
Gamirgl, whn 1y un incredible intedior designes and
archifect, a tewgh act to follow, You live in LA
the hoese |5 on Long Dsland. and the budget was
tirmilad. Add all this up, and thare must have bean
some design chatlenges for you. Thare must have.
Wian L ailieuit?

RUTHIE soumERs: Mot really, just becamse the
house itsell is so fantastic, with those wide-
planked flooes, tongie-and-groove walls, the
milding amund the windens, We were |1.||:|‘.].' tlat
Steven lud done such o nice job preservng the
inbegrity of e okl louse. 1 already had so mnch
charscter vou almost didn’t want to decorate it
Somw af his colots worked so well for os, we kept
ecan. Why fix what isnt hroken?

Wihich partly explaine why there's such & fght
toueh throoghail the Aouse. There's nardly sven

@ curtaln Mgt ane &lwiyi §6 abBoul wilh Lhalr
makeup on and tiomachy held o7

as: A bot of the windows do have shades. But half
af being out here in Sag Harbor is the light, Al
s 15 second lome for a young couple, who
warnls bo grow in the lumse, and who did wot want
a decortory ook,

The swtacs ace Margat Brunsile Fooshes, whe s
head af marketing lor the J, Craw clothing com-
iy, and hed oshand, Aghd? Ang they're friends
of yeurg®

rs: [ riends who became elients, and 1hey're such
eood friends that this is really more about that
aan abond a decorlor telling them what to e,
It was very snuch o collabomtive effort, and our
gl wirs just to get their house 1o @ point where
they wotild be comfortable, snd conld entertain
it di sivlindy anel affordable way, Margot's lushand
was sort of in the pasenger scal in the design
procese, but he made sure all abong the way that

The astonkaking swimming-peci-caal hall oaier in The frper— Bios Sealoam by Benjamin koo =
Instantly won over Margot Daounetie Focsher and her huiband when they firal s (i Long sl heusa,
& ehair in a harmonirieg coter was a gift froe Margot®s mother, from the Family’s semmer howsse
in Mantschet, Pressrved EBth-zamtury Nesrsoards were simply sanded and wased.,
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